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3 It was a ¢harming, old-fashioned country scene:
«the _rambling white.clapboard house, - its porch
leamngshghtly_u_gdggthe weight of wisteria vines; the
huge, dark barn, sagging,. framed-in brilliant autumn
foliage; a black cat-posing on a weathered fencepasts:.
a timeworn hand purtip close to the back door. heat pump, which could heat a house 'f there were a

Inside,. the crackling fire in the old Crawford water <in ¢ 3
. : s 2 g . ood water supply. The company came io the proper-
Geicber aitemoon. A Kiicn, pusing conenadly 1 and drilcd 2 well bout 200 aeds trom he o
curled itself on a braided mat in a nearby. chair. Over ;?r'lfﬂémgemer' fan produge:15 galloris vater 4
the kitchen table with-its red and-white tablecloth,, Yown in the- dirt : alls Tinied with
ce;’Nancy'explained
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the need for using r 'tesouices;siie ha:
for a permit to -erect -an-80-foot windmiill on"the.’
cleared larid;néxtto the House to generate electricity.
The windmill§ “6f* yesterycar. are coming. back into
vogue as . modern-day energy alternative, and-Nan-
cy Glass is thinking about the future. :

- Her idea for:the windmill .has been brewing for
quite a-‘while. Several yeéars ago as oil.prices climbed
higher and:higher, Nancy saw.an ad in the paper for a
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hung an antique oil lamp, its gl hade edged with =~ -dirt-floor; célla e Baghis WO,
: ntique o1l lamp, its glass shade edged with =~ »f homemade’ tomate =44 ' '
teardrop prisms.. Wood from'a huge spruce “‘that. _ {‘,“,?ﬁ,ﬂ&'g:'},‘?‘:ﬁgi?ﬁiﬁ

went.down'in a storm a.few-years:back,”” was stacked ,

furnace, which can still be’ used as. a: back-up.heat ,

- neatly on’ thc wide -floorboards and' heavy beams- i the new B LI i stick
o it o A JAICs. and: fieavy b .. source, was the new heat pump. It pumips water from. Sticka
lllggg"éhefﬂ.hng-m}m? house which dates back 10" the 2 wells, . heats. it electrically, sends the hoat Ming: I'p
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Ontario, in-1918, on Nancy’s' .

through- the heating ducts and the water into the old
well, over which stands the picturesque hand pump.
But the wells are far from the house'and with rising
electricity costs, she-began to think of generating her

own electricity by wind power.

-She-wrote to several companies for information on _:

‘butternut’
carrots:an
4

later,"the house is full of

windmills- and last’ January- wrote to .Don Kent,
5 WBZ'’s weatherman, asking him for a recommen-
BN dation. He sent his son down to talk to Nancy and in
gl July he arrived himself to survey the property, *“a -
. “ perfect.site,”” he'said for the

“ ded - rolite. Don:Kent t
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Neimal School” in

he;g:ost office one day
about giviaz up hi
position. The post office:was then lgCatéd.’agrcl;;:
from #..e West Duxburi M thodist Church down the
street. When Nancy heard the news, she went o the
post office and -was ‘sworn in that day as the new
postmaster. Her front parlor'wa
Wﬁst Duxbury post office; 4thi¢lass; the smallest.

. We laay have been ‘assmill'pose -office, but we
had 2 deliveries in‘and 2'6iit &very dat,” said Nancy.

They served 25 families ang eople oftén came twice

a d:fg',tq'ph]f;{}k theéf' mail, 4the
on the porch for.a delivéry, neighbors. exchanei
latest néws qrbﬁnd-;tﬁe'.wgy > 'gv'l;;” s Hchdnging the
Nancy hand-stamved the
all canceled mail," writing it‘déwn every day in 2 big
book. At Christmas there was 4. great flurry and
much- excitement in. thé little post office -- “‘our
busiest season: We* had ‘lots"of newspapers, too,”
said Narcy, «*‘the Post, --the: Globe, the Record
American, and then, of coiirse, the Sears Catalogs
came through the mail.”” Pénny postcards and 2- or
3-cent stamps were.the cdst§ :back then, “and for
quite a stretch, too.” Ve ‘
»'ancy’s post offis. was closed.in 1958. There were
many requests from the stamip collectors for last-day

and heard 'the postmasteral

4

il and had to record

postmarks, rubber-stamped:by.Nar.cy. She sold the
Who, “‘preftied them up and used

_box racks to a:man

. ..~ In‘niothern Europe, .millwrights obtained: more"

+, - pawer from the wind than Persians had. Those sails

.. tose ‘and fell, but had to.bé kept. facing the direction -
. from which the wind.came and had to.be furled when. -

was converted to the

e-young, folks waiting -

“§%d “graduated them-as a room divider;’’. ‘but she still ‘has -the old

demy .in-1923,  She .

‘coiinter over which ‘passed 29" years of ‘good news, -

bad news, junk mail and love letters. The West Dux-
bury post office no longer exisits; but it is part of
chxlxbury’s history and a warm memory to all it ser-
ved. ~ :

The day.after the post office was closed, Nancy
‘was transferred to a Pembroke post office. In 1960
she married John Glass and retired -- but only from
the postal position. She converted the front room
parlor into a real estate office and kept herself busy.
Mr. Glass died in 1972, - .
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The kettle hissed on the stove -- it was time for tea.
Nancy had reminisced about her past adventures and
talked eagerly about the future, There is a stake stick-
ing out of the ground beyond the garden where the
cornstalks hang yellowed and dried. It is the propos-
ed spot for what Nancy hopes will be her next adven-
ture. -The question is hanging in the air and the
answer is blowing in the wind.

" On every side we hear about saving energy. .ne. -

kitchen stove and the parlof stove reappear .in’,

houses. Wood and coa! replace gas and electricity.

Will windmills return to the landscape?: . .

- Do you remember when Windmﬂls_,élatﬁeréd"‘aﬁﬂ.,,

-squeaked all over Duxbury?-It-was along time ago, -

but I remember it as a child. Many heuses had their

“own windmill, and woe betidé a windless Monday. |

No washing was done. - : :
The Persians had the first - windmills. Their

. machines were built by attaching-sails to center posts .
-to be whirledaround horizontally by wind from any

direction liké hotses orn a carousel,

" {he*Wind ‘bécame ‘ferocious. This was manazed by

» revolving whole millhouses -on posts. These were:

called post mills. -




- -:Smock mills were developed long ago when only
the caps had to be-turned to redirect the sail when the
wind veered. Smock mills could be taller.and plainer
than post mills. Some have been well preserved on

" America’s eastern seabord. . :

Rotors with-many more blades than European-
windmills were invented in the WUnited States in the
1860s. Factories in the midwestern states built and

- sold millions of these ‘‘pinwheels on ‘stilts” wuntil
about half a century ago. It was these windmills that
were used in Duxbury. )

Dutch windmills were synonymous with Holland.
There is one at the Heritage Plantation in Sandwich -
and another in Newport, R.I. The first windmill in
Massachusetts ground corn for housewives between .
Watertown and Harvard College.

Until energy shortages began to frighten
Americans, many had belittled windmills as too
primitive. Now the government and private com-
panies have invs-ted huge sums in nuclear plants. At
Pririceton University a new kind of wind wheel began
to generate electricity in 1970. - .

It may be that the windmill will be as helpful as it
was in Holland in the 16th century and on our Great

" Plains in the 19th. Windmills may be used again to
save energy -- to turn millstones, pump water and

- generate electricity. o

‘The Carl Roths of Plymouth have a windmill that
generates their electricity and pays two-thirds of their

“electric 'bill. Shall we see windmills in Duxbury
PO L -
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éat Diuxbury post office for 29 years. The
_<ouse looks Just the-same today. '
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- . What better-way ‘to:salute the world - -
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